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August 17, 1998 FEUERAL COMMIUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICS OF THY SECRETARY

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Emergency Petition of Bell Atlantic Corporation For Authorization to End
West Virginia’s Bandwidth Crisis; CC Docket 98-11; NSD-L-98-99

Dear Ms. Salas:

Enclosed is a Motion for Extension of Time to File Reply Comments in the

above-referenced proceeding. We ask the Commission to act promptly to grant the
extension.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert H. Griffen
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Before the AUG 17 1o
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 1298
Washington, D.C. 20554 FEOBRAL COMMLicam e oo
® OFFC o . S St
In the Matter of )
)
Emergency Petition of Bell Atlantic ) NSD-L-98-99
Corporation for Authorization to )
End West Virginia’s Bandwidth Crisis ) CC Docket 98-11
)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE REPLY COMMENTS

Bell Atlantic respectfully requests a short extension of time, to this Friday, August
21, 1998, to respond to the numerous comments received last week in the above-
captioned proceeding.

Bell Atlantic has had only a few business days to collect its factual rebuttal. The
comments were mailed to Bell Atlantic on Friday, August 10, and only received by Bell
Atlantic last week. One key response was sent to the wrong location. AT&T, for
example, certified that it mailed a copy of its comments to David Frost in West Virginia
on August 10, 1998, when Bell Atlantic had noted in its pleading that service copies
should go to Robert H. Griffen in Arlington, Virginia.

Other companies served their comments in a way that made it difficult for Bell
Atlantic to respond effectively. Both MCI and Allegheny Communications Connect note
on their service lists that they served the Commission by hand but served Bell Atlantic by
mail. Since the Commission gave Bell Atlantic only a week to reply, and the companies

made numerous factual allegations to which Bell Atlantic needs to respond, the act of



mailing — when the companies found it urgent enough to hand-serve the Commission
with their replies — seems designed to delay Bell Atlantic’s response.

The length of the requested extension is reasonable given the fact that the
Commission gave Bell Atlantic five business days to reply to the many factual allegations
raised by the numerous commenters, and those commenters mailed their replies. In fact,
under Commission rules, an extension of three days ordinarily would apply automatically
under Commission rules: “If a document is required to be served upon other parties by
statute or Commission regulation and the document is in fact served by mail . . ., and the
filing period for a response is 10 days or less, an additional 3 days (excluding holidays)
will be allowed to all parties in the proceeding for filing a response.” 47 C.F.R. §1.4(h).
Here, the requested extension is only one day more than the Commission’s own rules
recognize is reasonable. Under the circumstances of a fast reply schedule with extensive
factual allegations in the comments that were mailed to Bell Atlantic, the additional one
day is also reasonable.

There is no prejudice to any of the other parties, since the Petition was filed by
Bell Atlantic and a delay of a few days will only delay the relief Bell Atlantic seeks.
What the short extension will enable Bell Atlantic to do is respond more fully and
effectively to the comments of the other parties, and give the Commission a complete and
accurate picture of the availability of bandwidth in West Virginia. The Commission has
granted other extensions recently when necessary to develop additional information that
would be “beneficial to the record in this proceeding.” See, e.g., Order Granting

Extension of Time, 1998 FCC Lexis 3981 (July 31, 1998).



If the Commission does not grant the extension today, Bell Atlantic plans to file a
pleading as soon as possible, and no later than Friday of this week, for acceptance of late-
filed comments with the comments attached.

Sincerely,

. %5 of
Of Counsel: Robert H. Griffe
Edward Young Bell Atlantic
Michael E. Glover 1320 North Court House Road
David B. Frost 8" Floor
Arlington, VA 22301

(703) 974-2943



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY on this 17* day of August, 1998, I mailed a copy of the
foregoing Motion for Extension of Time to File Reply Comments by first class mail,

postage prepaid, unless otherwise indicated, to the attached list of people.

Nan Z.
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*HAND DELIVERED



Gloria Tristani, Commissioner*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Room 826

Washington, DC 20554

Michael Powell, Commissioner*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

William E. Kennard, Chairman*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Room 832

Washington, DC 20554

Christopher Savage

Karlyn Stanley

John Dodge

Cole, Raywid, Braverman, LLP
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 200

Washington, DC 20006

Mitchell Lazarus

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC
1300 North 17" Street, 11" Floor
Arlington, VA 22209

Harold Fuchtgott-Roth, Commissioner*
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

Susan Ness, Commissioner*

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW
Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

ITS, Inc.*

1919 M Street, NW
Room 246

Washington, DC 20554

Katheryn Kleiman
Internet Matters

PO Box 25876
Alexandria, VA 22313

Aliceann Wolhbruck

National Association of Development
Organizations

444 North Capitol Street, NW

Suite 630

Washington, DC 20001



Janet Livengood

Hyperion Telecommunications, Inc.
500 Thomas Street, Suite 400
Bridgeville, PA 15017-2838

C. Douglas Jarrett

Sana D. Coleman

Keller and Heckman, LLP

1001 G Street, NW, Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001

Genevieve Morelli

Competitive Telecommunications
Association

1900 M Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Russell M. Blau

Patrick Donovan

Swidler, Berlin, Sheriff, Friedman, LLP
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

Leon M. Kesterbaum

Jay C. Keithley

H. Richard Juhnke

1850 M Street, NW, 11® Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Dana Frix

Jonathan Draluck

Kemal Hawa

Swidler, Berlin, Shereff, Friedman, LLP
3000 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

Michael S. Pabian

Counsel for Ameritech

Room 4H82

2000West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL. 60196-1025

Robert Aamoth

Rebekah Kinnett

Jonathan Canis

Kelley, Drye & Warren, LLP
1200 19™ Street, NW

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

Kecia Boney

R. Dale Dixon, Jr.

Lisa B. Smith

1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Catherine R. Sloan

Richard L. Fruchterman, III
Richard S. Whitt
WorldCom, Inc.

1120 Connecticut Ave., NW
Suite 400

Washington, DC 20036



Al McCloud*

Network Services Division
Common Carrier Bureau,

2000 M Street, N.W., Room 235,
Washington, D.C. 20554



